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Six-Day War, as it came to be called, established Israel’s sovereignty over all of Jeru-
salem and the West Bank territories. Israel also gained control over Gaza, a narrow 
strip of land off the Mediterranean coast that had belonged to Egypt, as well as 
some other strategic terrain (the Sinai Desert, also acquired from Egypt, and the 
Golan Heights from Syria).

While enhancing Israel’s physical security, its possession of these lands added 
to the animosities and political stalemate. Diplomatic efforts failed to secure a 
deal that would involve the exchange of land in return for peace guarantees. 
Palestinians did not accept the legitimacy of the state of Israel, and Israel did not 
accept the right of Palestinians to have their own state in the occupied territo-
ries. The precarious coexistence of the two sides was often marked by significant 
outbursts of violence.

With no government of their own, many Palestinians turned to a political 
movement born in the 1960s to lead the fight against Israel—the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization (PLO). The PLO was an organization encompassing a 
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